
ASSIGNMENTS COM 232 Visual Literacy
   Discussion Boards                                                                                                                  Bb..    
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Discussion board posts are your first reactions to assignments. They ask you to think/feel your way through new material and relate it to your life. Write in your own “voice” and project your own personality.  Be lively and thought-provoking. Read your other classmates’ comments that have come before you and move beyond them.  Do not merely duplicate someone else’s response.  If you agree with someone else, then indicate that, amplify it, and move beyond it. Feel free to interact with one another, help and inspire one another.  Only discussion board posts that have been completed on time will count toward the participation grade, so please do not create late posts unless I allow you to make up the post because of illness or emergency. 

   Experimental Music-Inspired Project                                                                            In Class..    
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Introduction: This project (for a participation grade) will introduce you to some creative 2D tools and allow you to explore visual elements and principles that evoke mood and movement, just as aspects of musical composition do. You will learn to apply new language for describing visual imagery as you describe your own work and that of your partner.  In the end, you’ll see meaning-making as a collaborative effort between author and viewer.

Assignment: Create a music-inspired visual composition using only abstract and non-objective visual elements and the 2D media of your choice. The music may be from any genre or time period, from Beethoven to Beyonce. When you are done, you will exchange compositions with a partner and use some new vocabulary to describe what you see, along with the type of music you believe could have inspired it. 

Deliverables: 
Share a hard-copy version of your work (in class). Be prepared to orally describe and interpret another classmate’s work, as well as your own.
  Paper 1: Analyzing Art                                                                                                         Essay..    
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Great art makes us think in new ways—and understand our world from unusual perspectives. The ability to analyze visual form and content is not only an invaluable skill for students entering visually oriented fields, but it also sharpens the critical thinking skills of students entering all disciplines. You have learned how to analyze form and content of visual images—now you will practice your own analysis in this paper. 

Assignment: While you are on the field trip to the art museum, select one to three works of art to describe and analyze in an essay that is five paragraphs or longer and demonstrates the analytical skills you have learned in class. Consider the content of the work.  What is being represented? What is the meaning being communicated? How are the elements of the composition working to communicate that meaning?  When considering form, think about line, shape, color, light, perspective, and other elements, as well as the principles acting on those elements, such as balance, repetition, anomaly, etc.  Do not merely describe the work; also interpret its meaning.  Include in your essay a digital image, if you can, of the work you are analyzing. See sample student essays at www.julietdavis.com/wordvisions and www.julietdavis.com/COM232.html. 

Use of First and Second Person Point of View:  I allow use of first person (“I”) or second person (“you”) by special request, and I grant permission if a first-person narrative will meaningfully add to your paper. Otherwise, students tend to use first person in ways that obscure the writing (we’ll demonstrate examples in class). 
 

Organizing: You may use any organization strategy that you find effective—for example, classification, comparison and contrast, persuasion, etc.  You might want to select two or three works of art, devoting a body paragraph to each one, and then comparing/contrasting them.  On the other hand, you might want to analyze a single work of art, addressing a different aspect of it in each body paragraph. There are many possibilities.

 
Brainstorming and Freewriting Ideas: When you’re considering the many meanings of visual images, it’s usually helpful to begin your notes by carefully describing—just to make sure you are observing it closely.  From there you will probably branch off into interpretation naturally and begin freewriting. 

Drafting, Revising, Proofreading: As the saying goes: “Writing is about rewriting.” Writing a paper takes a lot of time. After brainstorming and freewriting, start to impose some organization to your thoughts and create a first rough draft. Revising the draft is the most time-consuming phase and often involves completely rewriting sections of your paper, reorganizing, etc., several times over. Then, proofread your final draft by reading aloud slowly to yourself. Edit the writing to strengthen language and style, and to correct grammatical and spelling errors. Do not begin with “I am writing my paper about . . . ,“ though you certainly may include personal experience if you believe it is relevant to your points. If you need help with basic writing skills, consult the Saunders Writing Center. 

About Outside Resources: This assignment is designed for you to develop your own theories/interpretations, so I recommend that you AVOID reading outside resources that analyze the work. If you do use any outside resources (e.g., for basic historical or biographical information), you MUST cite your sources using MLA, APA, or CMS style citations. Otherwise, it is impossible to know which ideas in your paper are yours and which are from outside resources. Such lack of citations constitutes plagiarism, whether or not you intend it.

Grading Criteria. See Essay Rubric and Tip Sheet at the end of this document. Note: One point will be deducted for each grammar, mechanical, or style error. Then, points are rewarded back for strengths in content and form. See  Juliet’s Proofreading Marks (.pdf) 
 Grammar Tips (.pdf) 
  Style Tips (.pdf) 
  
  Paper 2: Visual Themes / Cultural Contexts                                                                       Essay..    
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PAPER #2 HAS BEEN OMITTED THIS SEMESTER,
SO SKIP THIS ITEM.
Assignment: In this assignment, you will expand on the skills you learned in Paper #1 (describing and analyzing form and content). Additionally, you will consider theme(s) of the work, as well as cultural significance. In a paper of approximately 3-5 pages, write about one to three works of visual media (e.g., fine art, photography, advertising, film), utilizing the lessons you have learned in class about describing and analyzing form and content. Additionally, the paper will discuss major themes and suggest why the work is important for us to consider in a cultural contexts. We looked at cultural contexts, for example, when we analyzed images of nudes and referenced Berger, when we looked at photos and related them to Sontag’s theories, when we interpreted visual elements of movies that supported their overarching themes. Sample student work can be found at www.julietdavis.com/COM232.html. 

Use of First and Second Person Point of View:  I allow use of first person (“I”) or second person (“you”) by special request, and I grant permission if a first-person narrative will meaningfully add to your paper. Otherwise, students widely use first person in irrelevant ways that obscure the writing and should be avoided. 

Choosing a Topic: I have no preferences about the kinds of work you choose to write about, except that it needs to be complex enough for you to have something interesting to say about it. Move beyond ideas that are cliché, obvious, or simplistic. Do not write about work we have already discussed in class. This is your time to come up with fresh ideas of your own. 
Avoiding Outside Resources: This assignment is designed for you to develop your own theories/interpretations. We are looking primarily for unusual and insightful ideas supported by clear explanations and examples. So, I recommend that you AVOID reading outside resources that analyze the work. If you do use any outside resources (e.g., for basic historical or biographical information), you MUST cite your sources using MLA style citations. Otherwise, it is impossible to know which ideas in your paper are yours and which are from outside resources. Such lack of citations constitutes plagiarism, whether or not you intend it. 
Grading Criteria: See Essay Rubric and Tip Sheet at the end of this document. Note: One point will be deducted for each grammar, mechanical, or style error. Then, points are rewarded back for strengths in content and form. See  Juliet’s Proofreading Marks (.pdf) 
 Grammar Tips (.pdf) 
  Style Tips (.pdf) 
  


  Creative Project for Participation                                                                              any medium.
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Assignment: You have learned about visual elements and principles, read theories about visual culture, viewed many examples of creative work (e.g., art, photographs, film). Now it’s your turn to experiment with creating visual imagery. Create thought-provoking visual imagery (e.g., a still photograph, illustration, artwork, etc.) on the theme of your choice.  You may use black-and-white or colors; 2-dimensional, 3-dimensional, or time-based media; digital or manual tools. Your image may be staged or spontaneously captured. Your imagery should be unusual, causing a viewer to pause and reflect (no cliches: no puppy dogs, sunsets, butterflies). Examples of past projects are located at http://www.julietdavis.com/photography1.html (note: this is an old archived version of this project that was photography only—but you can use any medium you like). You may choose a general theme below or create your own.  

- diversity (examples: valuing diversity, intolerance of diversity)
- self image / identity (examples: self-acceptance, self-judgment, self-definition)
- sustainability (examples: valuing sustainability, wasting natural resources)
- economics (money stress, class consciousness/conflict, consumerism)
- electronic media (multitasking, electronic burnout, electronic utopia, digital divide)
- gender / sexuality (gender differences, bridging gender gaps, sexual conflict)
- Create your own theme


Title your work and provide a one-paragraph description that includes an explanation of the theme you intended to communicate. Provide an analysis of your work that explains both form and content. What are the visual elements and principles at work here, and what are they communicating? How do visual culture theories we’ve learned in class apply to this work (if they do)? 


Deliverables: Upload your creative project and paragraph to Lore.com (see the syllabus schedule for instructions). Then, critique at least four other people’s work, noting strengths and suggestions for improvement.  

How You Will Be Graded: You will receive a participation grade for this project. The grade will be based on your apparent effort in producing the project, the creativity of your concept, the quality of your execution, the thoughtfulness and thoroughness of your explanations, and the congruence of your image and explanation. You will also receive credit for your critiques of classmates’ work.
Essay Rubric | Juliet Davis

	Criteria
	Excellent/Outstanding
	Average
	Below Average

	
Content
	
The paper demonstrates exceptional understanding of subject matter, highly insightful critical analysis,  complex ideas and rhetoric. The paper pushes dialogue beyond predictable fare and could be interesting to a larger audience.

	
The paper demonstrates strong understanding of subject matter, fairly insightful critical analysis, and some complexity in ideas and rhetoric. The paper is fairly predictable in its points, but solid.

	
The paper may reflect misconceptions about the subject matter, lack critical analysis in favor of overly simplistic summaries/descriptions, and/or be overly simplistic in its ideas and rhetoric.



	Structure,
Organization



	The paper is strongly structured. For example, conventionally structured essays contain an engaging introduction and clear thesis statement. Each body paragraph presents a main idea that supports the thesis statement and is well supported by evidence/examples. The paper’s conclusion is not merely redundant but reflects thoughtfully on the topic that has unfolded. Unconventionally structured essays utilize creative alternatives to advance a main idea, but the ideas can be clearly followed.

	The paper is fairly well structured but shows some weaknesses. For example, the introduction and/or conclusion may be perfunctory rather than particularly engaging. A thesis statement is clear. Body paragraphs are fairly well organized and supported but perhaps could be more so. Unconventionally structured essays may appear to be a bit disorganized rather than easy to follow.

	The paper needs  structure. For example, there may be no clear thesis—or the thesis may be hard to find. Body paragraph(s) may not have clear main ideas or be strategically organized to advance the thesis statement. A conclusion may need more substantive ideas or may not be present. Unconventionally structured essays may be hard to follow.

	Clarity, 
Coherency
	Ideas are clearly developed and thoroughly explained. One idea flows eloquently to the next, with clear transitions as needed. The paper stays on topic.

	Most ideas are clearly developed and thoroughly explained. Some could be more so. Ideas may be a bit disjointed or need transitions to eloquently flow.

	More clarity and/or coherency is needed. For example, a substantial number of ideas need to be more clearly explained and/or need to flow much more clearly and smoothly into others. The paper may stray from topic.
  

	Language, Style, Grammar, Mechanics, Spelling

	The writing is flawless in its grammar, mechanics--and adept in its use of language and vocabulary. Language is precise, concise, vivid, engaging.  Sentence structures are varied and eloquent. 

	The paper is fairly solid in language, grammar, mechanics, and spelling. Vocabulary may be average rather than particularly adept. Language may demonstrate some redundancy, unfounded generalizations, and/or vagueness. Sentence structures may be somewhat redundant and/or ineligant. 

	The paper reflects substantial need for improvement in style, grammar, mechanics, and/or spelling. 

	Format


	MLA format is used. Outside resources (if assigned/referenced) are properly cited and effectively incorporated to advance the student’s own  ideas. See
http://owl.english.purdue.edu. 
	MLA format is used. Outside resources (if assigned/referenced) are properly cited; however, they could be utilized more appropriately/effectively.
	Errors in MLA format impede readability. Outside resources may not be properly cited and/or need to be incorporated into the text more effectively.


Tip Sheet | Words to Avoid
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  VAGUE LANGUAGE   

    
VAGUE:  Unemployment does terrible things to the economy. (WHAT things?) 

SPECIFIC: Unemployment can cause an economic downward spiral: unemployed people have less buying power, and when sales of goods and services decrease, fewer employees are needed and more people can be  laid off. 


VAGUE:  A lot of people gathered to search for the missing girl.

SPECIFIC:  More than a hundred people gathered to search for the missing girl.  
  “ALL OR NOTHING” WORDS (“hyperbole”)  

(always, never, everywhere, nowhere, everything, nothing, etc.)  Avoid using absolutes or extremes—also known as “hyperboles”-- because they are usually untrue (notice I didn’t say “always”).   

   
INCORRECT: My girlfriend never eats.  (She must be dead.) 

   
CORRECT: My girlfriend rarely eats. 

  PERSONAL JUDGEMENT WORDS  

(good, better, best, great, wonderful, bad, worse, worst, terrible, etc.)  These words are cague and depend 

on your personal taste, which your reader might not be familiar with. 

   
NOT PRECISE: The Sixth Sense is a great movie.  (Huh?) 

   
MORE PRECISE: The Sixth Sense is a pulsating thriller with vivid characters.   

  BLAND ACTION WORDS  

(do, did, have done, go, went, have gone, put, have put, etc.)  Use vivid action words. 

   
BLAND:  I put my clothes in the closet.    
VIVID:  I hung my clothes in the closet. 

   
BLAND: I did my hair.                             
VIVID: I teased and sprayed my hair. 
   
BLAND: I went to the store.


VIVID: I drove to the store.

  SLANG   
Use language that is appropriate for your audience and goals.  In many writing modes, 

standard English is required, so you should know how to avoid slang when necessary. 

   
SLANG:  The accused embezzler says he hung out with a notorious gang.    

   
STANDARD: The accused embezzler claims ties to a notorious gang. 
  CLICHÉS 
Instead of using clichés, use your own original images. 

CLICHÉ:  She was pretty as a picture.  
UNIQUE: Her eyes were like two deep rivers. 

  THERE ARE / IT IS (and any variations in tenses)   

Stop yourself if you begin to use these phrases unthinkingly, especially at the beginnings of 

sentences.  They are boring, bland and lazy.  Instead, begin the sentence with a different word. 

   
LAZY: There are twelve pine trees on the avenue.   

   
CORRECTED:  Twelve pine trees line the avenue. 

   
LAZY: It is fun to drive to the beach. 

   
CORRECTED: Driving to the beach is fun.      

  WORDINESS
WORDY: Paul gets a lot of things done in a short period of time.
CONCISE: Paul is efficient.

  PASSIVE VOICE: To use or not to use?
We usually avoid passive voice in writing because it’s more vivid to have the subject commit the action.  
 

WEAK:   The BabyWave infant monitor was purchased by thousands of mothers.
 
STRONG: Thousands of mothers purchased the BabyWave infant monitor.
  


  USE OF “I” AND “I THINK”
Traditional essay style avoids first-person and adheres to third-person point of view. However, when the author is an important subject, and when the assignment allows it, first-person can be effective (for example, in a travelogue or editorial). Even so, only use “I” when it’s meaningful to insert yourself (e.g., when you’re telling a personal story). It’s usually poor form to use “I think . . . “ in an essay.
POOR FORM: I think John Smith is the most knowledgable of the Republican candidates.
IMPROVED: John Smith is the most knowledgable of the Republican candidates.

  REDUNDANCY AND OBVIOUS LANGUAGE



REDUNDANT: Today, people in contemporary society seem to be in love with gadgets.


CORRECTED:  People seem to be in love with gadgets.
Essay Checklist

  MLA style format and documentation: see http://owl.english.purdue.edu/.
  Are outside resources (if any) properly cited and incorporated to support your ideas?    
Content
  Does the paper reflect accurate knowledge of the readings/media/topic assigned, or do    

     there seem to be misunderstandings about the subject matter? 

  Does the paper demonstrate insightful critical analysis, 
     or is it limited to simple summaries and obvious descriptions?

  Does the paper demonstrate college-level complexity in rhetoric, analysis, and 
     language? Or are the language and ideas simplistic?
  Do these ideas push this dialogue outside of the expected realm? 
     Would they be interesting to a larger audience? Or is this predictable fare?
  Does the paper reflect an understanding of the lessons featured in class?
Structure and Organization 
  Is there a clear thesis statement or main idea that serves as central focus of the essay?
     (In conventional essays, the thesis statement appears at the end of the introduction.)
  Does each body paragraph have a clear main idea? 
     (Usually, the first sentence of the paragraph contains it.)
  Is each idea supported (e.g., by evidence, examples, description)?
  Is there an appropriate introduction and conclusion?

Clarity and Coherency

  Are the ideas fully developed and explained, or are they vague or confusing? 
  Are supporting points explained thoroughly, or is there important information missing?
  Does one idea flow to the next, or do the ideas seem disjointed? 
  Did the paper stay on topic, or did it stray at points?
    

Language, Style, Grammar, Mechanics 

  Have you used standard English, or do you find slang/vernacular that might not be 
    appropriate? Are you utilizing sophisticated vocabulary when it could be effective?
  Have you used precise, careful language, or do you find hyperbole, 
    connotative language, unfounded generalizations?
  Is your language vivid and specific or do you see words that might be vague or bland?
  Is your writing concise (economical), or do you need to edit/cut words? 
 Have you checked your work for redundancy?
  Have you varied your sentence structure, or do you find that many sentences are 
    similar? (Avoid redundant subject-verb beginnings to sentences.)
  Have you run spell-check? Have you checked your grammar? Proofread ALOUD, slowly? 
