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Education 
 
University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky, 2015 

Ph.D., Mass Communication 
Dissertation: Student Press Law: Past, Present, and Future 

  
University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky, 2005 

M.A., English Language and Linguistics 
  
Asbury University, Wilmore, Kentucky, 1999 

B.A., Media Communications 
 
 
Full-Time Academic Positions 
 
The University of Tampa, Tampa, Florida 

Assistant Professor of Journalism, Fall 2015 – Present 
Courses taught:  

·      JOU 101: Introduction to Journalism 
·      JOU 221: Multimedia Storytelling 
·      JOU 273: Student Newspaper Practicum 
·      JOU 294: Special Topics in Journalism 
·      JOU 304: Multimedia Journalism II 
·      JOU 499: Journalism Colloquium/Portfolio 
·      AWR 101: Writing and Inquiry 
·      AWR 201: Writing and Research 
·      COM 224: Mass Media and Society 
·      COM 225: Media Writing 
·      COM 236: UTTV Practicum 
·      COM 283: Principles of Advertising 
·      COM 284: Principles of Public Relations 
·      COM 384: Writing for Public Relations 

 

Asbury University, Wilmore, Kentucky 
Assistant Professor of Journalism, Fall 2007 – Spring 2015 
Courses taught:  

·      JOU 210: Foundations of Journalism 
·      JOU 307: Editing, Publishing, and Design 
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·      JOU 311: Editing and Staff Development 
·      JOU 333: Advanced Newsgathering 
·      JOU 343: Photo and Video Journalism 
·      JOU 393: Blogging and Social Media 

 
Academic Peer-Reviewed Publications 
 
Wheeler, David R. “Don't Press the Panic Button Yet: An Analysis of Federal Student Press Law Cases at the 

University Level.” College Media Review, vol. 54, no. 1, 2017, pp. 4–15. 

 
National Mainstream Media Publications 
 
Wheeler, David R. “Alec Baldwin, You Can Fight Back.” CNN, Cable News Network, 25 Feb. 2014,  

www.cnn.com/2014/02/25/opinion/wheeler-alec-baldwin/. 

Wheeler, David R. “As Jobs Become Scarce, Teenagers Drive Farther to Find Work.”  

The New York Times, The New York Times, 30 Mar. 2015, parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/03/30/as-

jobs-become-scarce-teenagers-drive-farther-to-find-work/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Can Student Journalists Teach the Media a Lesson about Neutrality?”  

Columbia Journalism Review, Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism, 3 Jan. 2019, 

www.cjr.org/first_person/neutrality-journalism-students.php. 

Wheeler, David R. “Conspicuous Conservatism Is Higher Education's Hot New Brand.”  

The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 1 Feb. 2017, www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/02/the-

hot-new-brand-of-higher-education/515316/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Democrats Should Thank Donald Trump.” CNN, Cable News Network, 29 July 2015, 

www.cnn.com/2015/07/29/opinions/wheeler-donald-trump/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “Do Students Still Have Free Speech in School?” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 8 Apr. 

2014, www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/04/do-students-still-have-free-speech-in-

school/360266/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Facebook: Take My Money, but Not My Privacy.” CNN, Cable News Network, 10 Mar. 2014, 

www.cnn.com/2014/03/10/opinion/wheeler-facebook-privacy/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Gay Marriage and the Future of Evangelical Colleges.” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 

14 July 2015, www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/07/evangelical-colleges-struggle-gay-marriage-

ruling/398306/. 



Wheeler, David R. “‘Google Doesn't Laugh’: Saving Witty Headlines in the Age of SEO.”  

The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 11 May 2011, 

www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2011/05/google-doesnt-laugh-saving-witty-headlines-in-the-age-

of-seo/238656/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Greening for God: Evangelicals Learn to Love Earth Day.” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media 

Company, 18 Apr. 2012, www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/04/greening-for-god-evangelicals-

learn-to-love-earth-day/256065/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Higher Calling, Lower Wages: The Vanishing of the Middle-Class Clergy.” The Atlantic, 

Atlantic Media Company, 23 July 2014, www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/07/higher-calling-

lower-wages-the-collapse-of-the-middle-class-clergy/374786/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Holy Hazelnut Mocha! California Has Gone off the Deep End.” CNN, Cable News Network, 31 

Mar. 2018, www.cnn.com/2018/03/30/opinions/california-cancer-coffee-label-wheeler/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “Hurricane Evacuation: A Beginner’s Guide.” CNN, Cable News Network, 9 Oct. 2018, 

www.cnn.com/2018/10/09/opinions/hurricane-michael-beginner-evacuation-guide-wheeler/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “In Colorado, History Gets Botoxed.” CNN, Cable News Network, 30 Sept. 2014, 

www.cnn.com/2014/09/29/opinion/wheeler-colorado-student-protests/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Is Jeb Bush Right about Working More Hours?” CNN, Cable News Network, 13 July 2015, 

www.cnn.com/2015/07/13/opinions/wheeler-jeb-bush/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “Keep the Hell Away from My Brain, Elon Musk.” Newsweek, Newsweek, 18 July 2019, 

www.newsweek.com/elon-musk-brain-implants-no-thanks-1450020. 

Wheeler, David R. “LGBT Seniors Are Being Pushed Back Into the Closet.” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media 

Company, 26 Aug. 2016, www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/08/lgbt-seniors/497324/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Make UK the 51st State.” CNN, Cable News Network, 29 June 2016, 

www.cnn.com/2016/06/29/opinions/make-the-uk-the-51st-state/. 

Wheeler, David R. “McRaven for President in 2020.” CNN, Cable News Network, 22 Aug. 2018, 

www.cnn.com/2018/08/20/opinions/admiral-mcraven-for-president-2020-trump-wheeler/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “Men in Shorts, Unite.” CNN, Cable News Network, 21 June 2017, 

www.cnn.com/2017/06/21/opinions/men-wearing-shorts-to-work/index.html. 



Wheeler, David R. “My Irma Evacuation: 600 Miles and a Few Tips for Florida.” CNN, Cable News Network, 11 

Sept. 2017, www.cnn.com/2017/09/11/opinions/florida-heres-a-clue-about-evacuations-

wheeler/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “No IPhone 7 Headphone Jack? Apple, Don’t Do It.” CNN, Cable News Network, 7 Sept. 2016, 

www.cnn.com/2016/09/06/opinions/apple-headphone-jack-debate-wheeler/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “‘Not a Day Care’? Really?” The Chronicle of Higher Education, The Chronicle of Higher 

Education, 2 Dec. 2015, www.chronicle.com/article/Not-a-Day-Care-Really-/234428. 

Wheeler, David R. “Old Earth, Young Minds: Evangelical Homeschoolers Embrace Evolution.” The Atlantic, 

Atlantic Media Company, 8 Mar. 2013, www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/03/old-earth-young-

minds-evangelical-homeschoolers-embrace-evolution/273844/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Operation Malarkey: 'Engage!'” CNN, Cable News Network, 28 July 2016, 

www.cnn.com/2016/07/28/opinions/bring-back-malarkey-wheeler/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Opinion: What If the Government Guaranteed You an Income?” CNN, Cable News Network, 

14 Apr. 2014, www.cnn.com/2014/04/14/opinion/wheeler-minimum-income/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Opinion: Why Are Cortana and Siri Female?” CNN, Cable News Network, 4 Apr. 2014, 

www.cnn.com/2014/04/04/opinion/wheeler-cortana-siri/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Scotland, You Want out? We'll Take Your Place.” CNN, Cable News Network, 12 Sept. 2014, 

www.cnn.com/2014/09/12/opinion/wheeler-scotland-referendum/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Signing Off: The Slow Death of the Signature in a PIN-Code World.”  

The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 25 Jan. 2012, 

www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/01/signing-off-the-slow-death-of-the-signature-in-a-pin-

code-world/251934/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Silicon Valley to Millennials: Drop Dead .” CNN, Cable News Network, 18 Mar. 2015, 

www.cnn.com/2015/03/18/opinions/wheeler-silicon-valley-jobs/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “Stop Worshipping Guys like Elon Musk.” CNN, Cable News Network, 17 July 2018, 

www.cnn.com/2018/07/16/opinions/elon-musk-tweet-tech-billionaire-hubris-wheeler-opinion/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “The Computer Will See You Now.” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 18 Mar. 2015, 

www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2015/03/the-computer-will-see-you-now/385706/. 



Wheeler, David R. “The Dylan Situation: Imagining the ‘Secret Minutes’ of a Nobel Committee Meeting.” CNN, 

Cable News Network, 30 Oct. 2016, www.cnn.com/2016/10/18/opinions/nobel-prize-wheres-bob-dylan-

wheeler/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “The End of the College Roommate?” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 11 Feb. 2014, 

www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/02/the-end-of-the-college-roommate/283621/. 

Wheeler, David R. “The LGBT Politics of Christian Colleges.” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 16 Mar. 

2016, www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/03/the-lgbt-politics-of-christian-colleges/473373/. 

Wheeler, David R. “The Plot Against Student Newspapers: Can College Journalism Survive Public Relations?”  

The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 5 Oct. 2015, www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/09/the-

plot-against-student-newspapers/408106/. 

Wheeler, David R. “The Real Story behind Trump's Glowing Orb.” CNN, Cable News Network, 22 May 2017, 

www.cnn.com/2017/05/22/opinions/the-real-story-behind-trumps-glowing-orb-wheeler/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “The Rise of the Passport Professor: Is an Exodus of Ph.D.s Causing a Brain Drain in the U.S.?” 

The New Republic, 2 Oct. 2014, newrepublic.com/article/119668/exodus-phds-causing-brain-drain-us. 

Wheeler, David R. “The Rising Revolt against Customer Surveys.” The Week, The Week, 30 Sept. 2015, 

theweek.com/articles/577882/rising-revolt-against-customer-surveys. 

Wheeler, David R. “The Twisted Logic of Evangelical Colleges Welcoming Straight Atheists and Rejecting Gay 

Christians.” The Week, The Week, 21 June 2016, theweek.com/articles/629008/twisted-logic-evangelical-

colleges-welcoming-straight-atheists-rejecting-gay-christians. 

Wheeler, David R. “This Guy's Running For President And Wants To Give You 'Free' Money.” HuffPost, The 

Huffington Post Media Group, 4 May 2018, www.huffpost.com/entry/andrew-yang-president-universal-

basic. 

Wheeler, David R. “Trump Makes U.S. a Less Attractive Tourist Destination.” CNN, Cable News Network, 23 Jan. 

2018, www.cnn.com/2018/01/23/opinions/how-trump-can-make-america-no-2-again-wheeler/. 

Wheeler, David R. “Trump Should Try to Shock GOP Leaders More Often.” CNN, Cable News Network, 7 Sept. 

2017, www.cnn.com/2017/09/07/opinions/trump-gop-deal-wheeler-opinion/index.html. 

Wheeler, David R. “Trump’s Canada Tariff Is Samantha Bee’s Fault.” CNN, Cable News Network, 26 Apr. 2017, 

www.cnn.com/2017/04/25/opinions/the-real-reason-trump-is-slamming-canada-wheeler/. 



Wheeler, David R. “Voice Recognition Will Always Be Stupid.” CNN, Cable News Network, 20 Aug. 2013, 

www.cnn.com/2013/08/20/opinion/wheeler-voice-recognition/. 

Wheeler, David R. “What If You Didn't Have to Work for Money?” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 18 

May 2015, www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2015/05/what-if-everybody-didnt-have-to-work-to-get-

paid/393428/. 

Wheeler, David R. “When Life Gives You Comcast, Make a Shamecast.” CNN, Cable News Network, 21 July 

2014, www.cnn.com/2014/07/18/opinion/wheeler-comcast-call/. 

Wheeler, David R. “When the Diagnosis Is Rare, Parents May Know More Than Professionals.”  

The New York Times, The New York Times, 28 Oct. 2014, nytimes.com/2014/10/28/when-the-diagnosis-

is-rare-parents-may-know-more-than-professionals/?smid=tw-share. 

 

Awards and Honors 
 
Amicus Brief One Step Below U.S. Supreme Court, 2019 

• My Atlantic article “The Plot Against Student Newspapers,” was included in an amicus brief before the 

Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco, just one step below the Supreme Court. In a victory 

for student press rights, the Ninth Circuit ruled in Koala v. Khosla that a student newspaper’s First 

Amendment rights were violated when its funding was revoked by a university. My article is now part of 

the historical record associated with that successful case. 

Author Page at Pew Research Center, 2019 

• The Pew Research Center dedicates a standalone author page to me on the “Journalism and Media” section 

of its website. The page, titled “David R. Wheeler,” features links to two of my articles: my 2019 

Newsweek article “Can Student Journalists Teach the Media a Lesson About Neutrality?” and my 2015 

Atlantic article “The Plot Against Student Newspapers: Can College Journalism Survive Public Relations?” 

UT Board of Fellows Grant, 2019 

• Awarded $3,000 for a fall 2019 series of panel discussions on the future of free speech. Guest speakers 

included First Amendment attorneys, law professors, university administrators, activists, and students. 

Hundreds of students, faculty, staff, and community members attended the three sessions. 

 



Cited in International Encyclopedia of Journalism Studies, 2019 

• My Atlantic article “The Plot Against Student Newspapers” is cited in The International Encyclopedia of 

Journalism Studies, published in May 2019 by Wiley Blackwell-ICA International Encyclopedias of 

Communication, under the entry “College and University Student Media.” 

Hosokawa Endowed Journalism Lectureship, 2018 

• In 2018, I was invited to deliver the Hosokawa Distinguished Journalism Lecture at Whitman College in 

Washington State. My lecture, attended by more than 100 people, was titled “Is the First Amendment the 

New Second Amendment? Calling Hate Speech Free Speech and Getting Away With It.” Other Hosokawa 

lecturers have included Pulitzer Prize winners and editors at The New York Times and The Los Angeles 

Times.  

Interview with Presidential Candidate Andrew Yang, 2018 

• The success of my Atlantic and CNN articles on universal basic income led an editor at HuffPost to ask if I 

would be interested in signing a freelance contract to write an article about presidential candidate Andrew 

Yang. My subsequent interview with Yang was published by HuffPost on May 1, 2018. In addition to 

publishing the article, HuffPost produced an accompanying video, which contained several quotes from my 

article. According to ComScore, Huffpost draws 68 million unique visitors to its site each month. 

Cited in Book Published by Yale University Press, 2017 

• My Atlantic article “Do Students Still Have Free Speech in School?” is citation No. 32 in the 2017 Yale 

University Press book Free Speech on Campus by law professors Erwin Chemerinsky and Howard 

Gillman. 

Required Reading in Harvard Syllabus, 2015 

• My Atlantic article “Do Students Still Have Free Speech in School?” is required reading for the class 

“Between First and Fourth: Privacy and Speech on the Frontier of Technology” at Harvard’s Berkman 

Klein Center for Internet and Society. Along with articles from Time, Reuters, and Stanford Law Review, 

my article is included in week five’s readings: “Free Speech on the Internet.” 

 

 

 



Author Page at Harvard’s Nieman Lab, 2014 

• Harvard’s Nieman Lab dedicates a standalone author page to me on the section of its website called “What 

We’re Reading.” The page features a link to my 2014 Atlantic article “The Plot Against Student 

Newspapers: Can College Journalism Survive Public Relations?”  

 
 
National Radio Program Interviews 
 
BBC Business Matters, July 17, 2018 

• My CNN article “Stop Worshipping Guys Like Elon Musk” led to a guest segment on BBC Business 

Matters, a program on the BBC World Service, a broadcaster that draws 319 million weekly listeners 

worldwide. Longtime BBC correspondent Roger Hearing conducted a five-minute interview with me about 

the advantages and disadvantages of having a CEO who is indistinguishable from his or her company.  

WBEZ Chicago Morning Shift, March 25, 2016 

• My Atlantic article “The LGBT Politics of Christian Colleges” led to an interview on Morning Shift, 

WBEZ Chicago’s weekday morning show. 

BBC Newsday, September 15, 2014 

• After my opinion piece on the Scottish referendum ran on the home page of CNN, the BBC interviewed me 

for an American perspective on the referendum in a three-minute segment on Newsday, one of the BBC’s 

most popular radio shows with a weekly audience of more than 5 million listeners.  

Q on CBC/NPR, February 1, 2012 

• After The Atlantic published my article “Signing Off: The Slow Death of the Signature in a PIN-Code 

World,” I was interviewed for a 12-minute segment on the CBC’s flagship morning radio program Q, 

which is heard by millions of people in Canada and millions more on NPR stations across the United 

States. Other guests have included Al Gore, Paul McCartney, and Oliver Stone. 

 
 


